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As'to the dome, again, or “ Brob- 
lignagian egg,”? who can look on 

but in derision and contempt? 
Yiew it from where you will, on the 
astern side, it appears ludicrously 
liminutive; and from every spot 
xcept that directly in front, it 
roups so obliquely with the other 
arts of the building, as to offend 
ven the most unpgactised eye. It 
jas, in fact, nothing at all to do 
here ; it belongs to the back part 
f the palace [See our third engray- 
1g], and should have been screened 
om the sight in front entirely (a 
ask of no difficulty to any architect 
‘cquainted with the resources of his 
trofession). 


The view from the Reservoir in 
iccadilly, which forms the second ° 


f our engravings, embracing, as it 
oes, little more than the eastern 
ont, which we have just been cri- 
cising, suggests, of course, the same 
bjections ; a little softened only by 
istance, and no,ways atoned for 
ly any newly-developed magnifi- 
ence of effect. : 
The view of the garden-front is 
ne only one which is likely to give 
ndivided satisfaction to an observer. 
presents an upper story, of the 
orinthian order, supported on a 
istic basement of the Ionic; and 


‘ough the latter, like the Doric’ 


asement in front, has only an ar- 
litrave cornice, yet, in consequence 

the parts omitted being of little 
aportance, and the character of the 
mic order more nearly allied, in 


int of delicacy, to the Corinthian, 


e construction is altogether tole- 
bly harmonious. The masses, too, 

Mr. Loudon observes, are 
simple, and easy to be compre- 
nded, and yet sufficiently enriched 
detail, to mark the building as 


see Tr 7 





sons why you are pleased ; even th 
most hasty observer feels satisfie 
that the beauty which fixes his ey 
must be the result of order. and 


_ simplicity. 


Of the interior of the palace wé 
can as yet say nothing, except fron 
hearsay. One of the most magni 
ficent apartments, we are informed 
will be a picture gallery, “ worth 
of. a monarch who has been avov 


edly a munificent supporter. and 


encourager of the arts and sciences,’ 
(Pity that the external architecture 
should not have been as worthy o 
him!) The light into this. galler 
is admitted from the sides, in ' 
slanting direction, by. metal. sky- 
lights. The ceiling has iron girders 
thrown across, and is arched with 
combs, each having the ends closed, 
with the exception of a small ,hole 
(exactly like an inverted flower-pot) 
which admits a current of air to Aa 
xe oe 
excellent contrivance has been 
brought into notice by Mr. John 
Richardson, builder, of Spencer- 
street, a.gentleman who has acquired 
‘merited fame by the many publi 
works he “has successfully executed 
The roof.of this gallery is flat, and 
covered with slate embedded in. 
composition of hot coal-tar, lime 
and sand; The roofing of the othe 
parts of the palace is mostly covered 
with a similar composition, but no? 
slated.. Our informant thinks it 
doubtful whether this composition 
will last; for ‘* when he visited the 
building on one of the late hot days, 
it yielded readily to the foot.’’ 

Such being the NEw PALACE 
may we ask, whether it is, on th 
whole, as noble a fabric as_ the 
people were entitled to expect for 
the money expended upon it? Is if 
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which form this stately assemblage © 
streets and squares, we shall find them, 
for the most part, utterly beneath all 
criticism. An educated foreigner is quite 
astonished when shown the residences of 
our higher nobility and gentry in the 
British capital. Knowing them to be 
the wealthiest body in Europe, and know- 
ing also that England is a country which 
pretends to superior refinement and civi- 
‘ization, he naturally expects to see the 
city filled with such palaces as the Pitti, 
‘Borghese, Colonna, Barberini, and the 
ther celebrated mansions of Genoa, 
florence, Naples, and Rome; or at 
east such as the principal hotels, or town 
‘esidences, of Paris, Petersburgh, or Tu- 
‘in. He has heard speak of some great 
10bleman, with a revenue equal to that 
mf a principality: he feels a curiosity 
0 look at his palace, and he is shown a 
plain common brick house of forty or 
ifty feet in extent! Is it wonderful that 
e turns with contempt from such taste- 
ess poverty of spirit, and feels inclined, 
ike Buonaparte, to pronounce us a na- 
ion of shopkeepers ? 

The prime nobility of the land, at 
east, might be expected to feel the 
enerous ambition of distinguishing their 

milies, and of decorating the metropolis 
f their country, by town-residences 
rorthy of their name and wealth. Many 

mf their present dwellings occupy as much 
pace, and have required nearly as much 
xpense, as though they had been models 
f the finest Grecian architecture, in- 
ead of the tasteless edifices that now 
ll the interminable lines of the west of 
ondon with tiresome uniformity. Can 
ny thing, for example, be more dis- 
raceful to the noble house of Cavendish 
nd its princely revenues, than the fac- 
pry-looking building, called Devonshire- 
ouse, which fills a space large enough 
‘ra Genoese or Roman palace >—and 
is disgrace is rendered more apparent 
y its juxta-position to that fine mansion, 
purlington-house, almost the only town- 
esidence which is really fit for a British 
hobleman. ‘The same remark will apply 
Norfolk-house, Chesterfield-house, 
he Marquis of Stafford’s, Marlborough- 
ouse, and many others. Nor is it a 
tttle surprising, that none of our great 
ommercial men are seized with the 
rchitectural ardour which, in the middle 
aes, inspired the merchants of Venice, 
renoa, and Florence, and urged them to 
rnament their respective cities in a way 
vhich has proved a perennial source of 
elebrity and wealth. It is not less 
ingular that the British capital should 
hot catch ‘the spirit.of emulation from 
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